
Putting the power back 
on: Site to hum with TV 
studios
         By Robert Preer,         
     Globe Correspondent   

 For nearly 20 years, 
the landmark Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation Author-
ity power station in Egleston 
Square has served mainly as 
a home for pigeons. Now, it 
is about to become Boston’s 
newest cable television studio.
Boston Neighborhood Network 
and Urban Edge, a nonprofit 
developer, are jointly purchas-
ing the imposing Washington 
Street structure from the transit 
agency for $560,000. The par-
ties were slated to pass papers 
late last week.
Boston Neighborhood Net-
work, which is the city’s cable 
television access operation, 
will situate its offices and 
studios in the building. Urban 
Edge, a community develop-
ment corporation based in 
Egleston Square, will under-
take the renovations, which are 
scheduled to start next spring 
and be completed in a year.  
Built in 1909, the brick and 
stucco building resembles an 
old church. Its function was to 
convert alternating current to 
direct current to run trains on 
the old elevated Orange Line. 
It closed in 1986 and has sat 
vacant ever since.
The building is structurally 
sound but needs a new roof 
and interior cleaning, accord-
ing to Noah Maslin, senior 

project manager for Urban 
Edge. He said there do not ap-
pear to be hazardous materials 
in the building.  ‘’The biggest 
environmental problem is the 
amount of pigeon guano on the 
floor,” Maslin said. The build-
ing has been one of the few 
vacant properties in Egleston 
Square, a bustling commercial 
district on the edge of Roxbury 
and Jamaica Plain.
‘’It has been a problem,” said 
Franklin Dunkan, owner of 
Pro Image photography store 
and former president of the 
Egleston Square Merchants 
Association. ‘’We would like 
to see it with some tenants.”
State Representative Elizabeth 
A. Malia, a Boston Democrat 
whose district includes Eg-
leston Square, said renovation 
of the building will improve 
the neighborhood.
‘’We’re taking an eyesore that 
has sat in the neighborhood for 
many years and making it into 
something positive,” Malia 
said.
The building now consists of 
one very large room, which 
will be divided into suites, 
studios, and offices on three 
floors.
The renovated space will have 
high ceilings, which will be 
ideal for television production, 
according to Curtis Henderson 
Jr., general manager of Boston 
Neighborhood Network.
‘’I think the building is great,” 

said Henderson. ‘’It looks 
great. It almost has a cathedral-
like architecture.”
Boston Neighborhood Network 
now is spread out in three loca-
tions across the city. Its main 
office is in the state Transpor-
tation Building in Park Square. 
Studios are at Boston Universi-
ty and in the Washington Park 
Mall in Roxbury.
When the renovation is 
complete, Boston Neighbor-
hood Network will close the 
Washington Park Mall and 
Park Square facilities but keep 
the Boston University studio, 
where Neighborhood Network 
News is produced with as-
sistance from the university’s 
College of Communication.
Henderson said the cable ac-
cess operation has been look-
ing for a centralized location 
for years.
‘’This is right smack dab in the 
middle of the city if you look 
at a map,” Henderson said.

‘’It will help us to establish our 
identity.”
The ground floor probably 
will be leased to a commercial 
tenant, according to Maslin of 
Urban Edge. Founded in 1974, 
Urban Edge is one of the larg-
est community development 
corporations in Massachusetts. 
Its activities are focused on 
Jamaica Plain and Roxbury.
In recent years, Urban Edge 
has targeted Egleston Square 
and this summer completed 
construction of a 44-unit 
apartment building next to the 
former power station.
The MBTA put the power sta-
tion up for bid earlier this year. 
Urban Edge and Boston Neigh-
borhood Network submitted 
the only proposal.

The former MBTA substation on Washington Street is being sold 
to Boston Neighborhood Network and Urban Edge. It will house 
studios for the citie’s cable TV access operation.
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